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REGULAR MEETING OF THE MIDLAND CITY COUNCIL 

City Hall, 333 W. Ellsworth Street 

 

December 12, 2016                    7:00 PM 

 

AGENDA 

 

CALL TO ORDER - Maureen Donker, Mayor 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

          Boy Scout Troop 763 - First Baptist Church 

 
ROLL CALL -  Thomas W. Adams 

   Steve Arnosky 

   Diane Brown Wilhelm 

   Maureen Donker 

   Marty A. Wazbinski 

CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 

 All resolutions marked with an asterisk are considered to be routine and will be enacted 

by one motion.  There will be no separate consideration of these items unless a Council member 

or citizen so requests during the discussion stage of the "Motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as 

indicated."  If there is even a single request the item will be removed from the consent agenda 

without further motion and considered in its listed sequence in regular fashion. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

1. *  Approve minutes of the December 5 special and regular City Council meetings.  

TISDALE 

PROCLAMATIONS, AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS, PRESENTATIONS: 

2. Presentation of Excellence in Safety Award Received from Great Lakes Safety 

Training Center.  STONE 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF ANY, BEFORE CITY COUNCIL.  This is an opportunity for people 

to address the City Council on issues that are relevant to Council business but are not on the 

agenda. 

ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS: 

RESOLUTIONS: 

Considering purchases and contracts: 

3. Non-Motorized Wayfinding Signage.  KAYE 

4. Aluminum for Trickling Filter Arms - Wastewater.  SOVA 

Setting a public hearing: 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

TO CONTACT THE CITY WITH QUESTIONS OR FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

 

Citizen Comment Line:  837-3400 

City of Midland website address: www.cityofmidlandmi.gov 

City of Midland email address: cityhall@midland-mi.org 

Government Information Center: located near the reference desk at the Grace A. Dow 

Memorial Library 

  

Page 2



Backup material for agenda item: 

 

1. *  Approve minutes of the December 5 special and regular City Council meetings.  

TISDALE 
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Backup material for agenda item: 

 

2. Presentation of Excellence in Safety Award Received from Great Lakes Safety 

Training Center.  STONE 
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SUMMARY REPORT TO MANAGER 
For City Council Meeting of 12/12/16 

 

 

 

 

SUBJECT: PRESENTATION OF EXCELLENCE IN SAFETY AWARD 

RECEIVED FROM GREAT LAKES SAFETY TRAINING CENTER 

 

 

 

ITEMS 

ATTACHED: Letter of Transmittal 

  

  

 

 

COUNCIL 

ACTION:  No action necessary. 

 

 

 

Carol Stone 

Director of HR & Labor Relations 
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Backup material for agenda item: 

 

3. Non-Motorized Wayfinding Signage.  KAYE 
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Pedestrian Wayfinding Signage 

SUMMARY REPORT TO CITY MANAGER 
For City Council Meeting 12-12-16 

 
SUBJECT:  Purchase and Installation of Non-Motorized Wayfinding Signage 
 
PETITIONER:  City of Midland Planning Department 
 
SUMMARY:  THIS RESOLUTION AUTHORIZES A PURCHASE ORDER TO PRO 
IMAGE DESIGN, TRAVERSE CITY, MI FOR $30,226.25 FOR THE PURCHASE AND 
INSTALLATION OF NON-MOTORIZED WAYFINDING SIGNAGE. 
 
ITEMS ATTACHED: 

1. Letter to City Manager 
2. Bid Tabulation for Bid No. 3830 
3. Design Documents (Intent, Location Plans, and Message Schedule) 
4. Resolution for City Council Action 

 
CITY COUNCIL ACTION: 

1. 3/5 vote required to approve resolution. 
 
 

 
C. Bradley Kaye, AICP, CFM 
Assistant City Manager for Development Services 
 
 
 
12-7-16 
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Pedestrian Wayfinding Signage 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 8, 2016 
 
 
Jon Lynch, City Manager 
City Hall – 333 West Ellsworth Street 
Midland, Michigan  
 
Dear Mr. Lynch: 
 
The Entranceways Initiatives Task Force of the Midland Area Community Foundation has asked 
the City Planning & Community Development Department to complete a project for wayfinding 
signage along area non-motorized pathways.  The signs are intended to complement the 
existing wayfinding signage that is throughout the city on streets but be scaled in a way that is 
appropriate for pedestrians, bicyclists, and other users of the area’s non-motorized pathways.  
Costs of fabrication and installation of the signs will be covered by a grant from the Midland 
Area Community Foundation, which was formally accepted by resolution of Midland City Council 
on December 5, 2016.  
 
The City Planning & Community Development Department began this project by convening a 
focus group to begin researching where the signs should be located, what points of interest 
should be located on the signs, and how the signs should be designed.  The focus group 
consisted of representation from the Greater Midland Community Center, the City’s Non-
Motorized Transportation Committee, Midland County Parks and Recreation, Midland Area 
Chamber of Commerce, The Friends of the Pere Marquette Rail-Trail, Mid-Michigan Multisport, 
Chippewa Nature Center, Momentum Midland, the Midland Downtown Development Authority, 
and City Parks & Recreation.  The focus group also utilized the professional wayfinding signage 
assistance of Good Design Group and Gene Ullery-Smith Graphic Design.   
 
Ultimately, the focus group was able to decide on a set of sign styles, locations of the signs, and 
the points of interest to be highlighted on the signs.  These choices were forwarded as 
recommendations to the Entranceways Initiatives Task Force for their review.  Following review 
by the Task Force, the signs were then forwarded to the City Parks & Recreation Commission 
and the Midland County Parks & Recreation Commission for review and approval.  During their 
meeting on August 3, 2016, the City Parks & Recreation Commission unanimously approved a 
recommendation for the City Council to approve the signs.  On December 5, the City Council 
approved the acceptance of the grant funds to cover the fabrication and installation of the signs 
and amended the Planning Department budget accordingly.   
 
A competitive procurement process in accordance with Article II of Chapter 2 of the Midland 
Code of Ordinances was conducted, and sealed proposals were advertised and received.  
Following review of the received bids, staff is supportive of selecting the lowest bidder, Pro 
Image Design, to complete the fabrication and installation of said signs.  It is recommended that 
City Council accept the proposal submitted by Pro Image Design of Traverse City for the Non-
Motorized Wayfinding Signage in the amount of $30,226.25.   

City Hall  333 West Ellsworth Street  Midland, Michigan 48640-5132  989.837.3300  989.835.2717 Fax  www.cityofmidlandmi.gov 
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Pedestrian Wayfinding Signage 

 

 
A 3/5 vote is required to approve the attached resolution.   
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
_________________________________                     ________________________________ 
C. Bradley Kaye, AICP, CFM                                         Tiffany Jurgess 
Assistant City Manager for Development Services        Senior Procurement Accountant 
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CITY OF MIDLAND, MICHIGAN 

 

TABULATION FOR BID #3830 

 

PEDESTRIAN WAYFINDING SIGNAGE 

 

November 15, 2016 

 

 

    

BIDDER         LUMP SUM   

  

 

 Pro Image Design, Traverse City, MI      $30,226.25 

 

 Huron Sign Co, Ypsilanti, MI       $35,880.00 

 

 Signworks of Michigan, Kentwood, MI     $45,450.00 

 

 J Ranck Electric, Mt. Pleasant, MI      $47,028.00 

 

 Eagle Sign & Design, New Albany, IN     $50,766.00 

 

 Fairmont Sign Co, Detroit, MI      $51,255.00 

 

 Signs by Crannie, Flint, MI       $51,778.71 

 

 Sova Excavating and Trucking, Inc.      $54,968.25 

 

 Bill Carr Signs, Inc., Flint, MI       $79,720.00 

 

 Universal Sign, Inc. Grand Rapids, MI     $106,935.00 
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City of Midland,
 Pedestrian Wayfinding

October 2016

Design Intent, Location Plans 
and Message Schedule
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Project

Pedestrian Wayfinding

Client

City of Midland989 859 8386
gene@ullerysmith.com
www.ullerysmith.com

989 600 2796
good@gooddesigngroup.com
www.gooddesigngroup.com

Scale

NTS

Sheet

Specifications

Date Status

May 2016 Concept
June 2016 Revised Concept
August 2016 Revised Concept
Sept 2016 Design Intent

Notes

Colors

Red

PaintPowder CoatCMYK

0-95-94-28

Green

Yellow

Blue

White

Materials and Processes

iZone
Printed High Pressure Laminate
Pebbled Finish
www.izoneimaging.com

Typefaces

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
Klinic Slab Medium

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
Adelle Sans Regular

abcdefghĳklmnopqrstuvwxyz

Matthews Paint
MP08514
Enzo Red

Matthews Paint
MP08514
Enzo Red

89-0-43-65 Matthews Paint
MP15916
Prince Edward Green

Matthews Paint
MP15916
Prince Edward Green

0-5-98-0 Matthews Paint
MP01119
Winter Cress Yellow

Matthews Paint
MP01119
Winter Cress Yellow

86-8-0-0 Matthews Paint
MP09133
Process Cyan U

Matthews Paint
MP09133
Process Cyan U

0-0-0-0 Matthews Paint
MP32071
White Wonder

Matthews Paint
MP32071
White Wonder
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Project

Pedestrian Wayfinding

Client

City of Midland989 859 8386
gene@ullerysmith.com
www.ullerysmith.com

989 600 2796
good@gooddesigngroup.com
www.gooddesigngroup.com

Scale

Various

Front
Scale: 1" = 1'

Sheet

Guide

Date Status

May 2016 Concept
June 2016 Revised Concept
August 2016 Revised Concept
Sept 2016 Design Intent

Notes

Center for
the Arts
Dow Gardens 
Hospital
Library
Whiting Forest

Emerson
Park

Downtown
Midland

Center for
the Arts
Dow Gardens 
Hospital
Library
Whiting Forest

Emerson
Park

Downtown
Midland

12" x 36"  iZone 1/4" HPL 
pebbled finish.

Aluminum square tube 
post, powder coated, wall 
thickness to be determined 
by fabricator.

Retainer, 1/8" aluminum, 
powder coated, secured to 
sign frame with countersunk 
tamper-resistant fasteners 
as required.

Retainer.

Aluminum 
square tube.

Graphic panel.

1/4 aluminum.

Welded and 
ground smooth.

Countersunk 
tamper-resistant 
fasteners.

78
"

Front Detail
1 1/2" = 1'

Top
1 1/2" = 1'

Side
1 1/2" = 1'

Footer Detail
1 1/2" = 1'

Section
1" = 1"

Aluminum square tube.

Base cover

Gussets as required.

Double-nut levelers.

Concrete footer to 
meet local code.

1"2
"

1"
1"

3
7 

1/
2

"

1" 1/4" 12" 2"

14 1/4"2"

8"

4
"

1/4" 3/4"

3
/4

"
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Project

Pedestrian Wayfinding

Client

City of Midland989 859 8386
gene@ullerysmith.com
www.ullerysmith.com

989 600 2796
good@gooddesigngroup.com
www.gooddesigngroup.com

Scale

Various

Sheet

Guide at Center of 
Tridge

Date Status

May 2016 Concept
June 2016 Revised Concept
August 2016 Revised Concept
Sept 2016 Design Intent

Notes

Chippewa 
Nature Center

3 miles  |  60 minutes

Whiting 
Overlook

1 ¹⁄₂ miles  |  30 minutes

Chippewassee
Park

1 minute

Skate Park
¹⁄₄ mile  |  5 minutes

Disc Golf
¹⁄₄ mile  |  5 minutes

Front
Scale: 1 1/2" = 1'

Disc Golf
¹⁄₄ mile  |  5 minutes

3"h  iZone 1/4" HPL 
pebbled finish secured to 
railing with stainless steel 
tamper-resistant fasteners.

Tamper-resistant 
stainless steel fasteners.

Sign locations.

Detail
Scale: 1" = 1"

3
"

5
/8

"
3

/8
"
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Project

Pedestrian Wayfinding

Client

City of Midland989 859 8386
gene@ullerysmith.com
www.ullerysmith.com

989 600 2796
good@gooddesigngroup.com
www.gooddesigngroup.com

Scale

NTS

Sheet

Location Plan - Key

Date Status

May 2016 Concept
June 2016 Revised Concept

Notes

1

2

3

4
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Project

Pedestrian Wayfinding

Client

City of Midland989 859 8386
gene@ullerysmith.com
www.ullerysmith.com

989 600 2796
good@gooddesigngroup.com
www.gooddesigngroup.com

Scale

NTS

Sheet

Location Plan - 1

Date Status

May 2016 Concept
June 2016 Revised Concept

Notes

005

015

010

Duck 
Hunters 

Memorial
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Project

Pedestrian Wayfinding

Client

City of Midland989 859 8386
gene@ullerysmith.com
www.ullerysmith.com

989 600 2796
good@gooddesigngroup.com
www.gooddesigngroup.com

Scale

NTS

Sheet

Location Plan - 2

Date Status

May 2016 Concept
June 2016 Revised Concept

Notes

125

Potential area 
for kiosk

030

025

040

045

035

020

Dahlia
Hill

History
Center

Hospital

Library

Center 
for the 

Arts

Emerson
Park

Dow
Gardens

Northwood
University
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Project

Pedestrian Wayfinding

Client

City of Midland989 859 8386
gene@ullerysmith.com
www.ullerysmith.com

989 600 2796
good@gooddesigngroup.com
www.gooddesigngroup.com

Scale

NTS

Sheet

Location Plan - 3

Date Status

May 2016 Concept
June 2016 Revised Concept

Notes

120

Potential area 
for kiosk

060

062 

080

075

055

052

050

065 070

072
073

067
Chippewassee

Park

Ball 
Diamonds

Emerson
Park

Skate Park

Dow 
Diamond

Founders
Garden

Tridge

Disc Golf

Downtown
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Project

Pedestrian Wayfinding

Client

City of Midland989 859 8386
gene@ullerysmith.com
www.ullerysmith.com

989 600 2796
good@gooddesigngroup.com
www.gooddesigngroup.com

Scale

NTS

Sheet

Location Plan - 4

Date Status

May 2016 Concept
June 2016 Revised Concept

Notes

095

110

108

107

105

115
112

085

100

090

Chippewa 
Nature 
Center

Whiting
Overlook

Park

Ball 
DiamondsPage 27



Sign Number Sign Type Message Sign Face Direction Location Image Notes

005 Guide ^ Downtown 
   Midland 
   Emerson  
   Park 
   History Center 
   Northwood 
   University 
  

Northwest

010 Guide ^ Downtown 
   Midland 
   Emerson  
   Park 
   History Center 
   Northwood 
   University 
  

Northwest

015 Guide ^ Duck Hunters 
   Memorial 
   Sanford 

Southeast

020 Guide > Northwood 
   University 

^ Downtown 
   Midland 
   Emerson  
   Park 
   History Center 
  

Northwest

025 Guide < Northwood 
   University 
    
^ Duck Hunters 
   Memorial 
   Sanford 

Southeast

030 Guide < Northwood 
   University 
    
^ Duck Hunters 
   Memorial 
   Sanford 

Southeast

�1
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035 Guide < Center for  
   the Arts 
   Dow Gardens  
   Hospital 
   Library 
   Whiting Forest 

> Emerson 
   Park 

^ Downtown 
   Midland 
  

Northwest

040 Guide > Center for  
   the Arts 
   Dow Gardens  
   Hospital 
   Library 
   Whiting Forest 
    
^ Northwood 
   University 
   History Center 

Southeast

045 Guide > Center for  
   the Arts 
   Dow Gardens  
   Library 
   Whiting Forest 
    
^ Hospital 

South

050 Guide > Chippewassee 
   Park 
   Dog Park 
   Skate Park 

^ Downtown 
   Midland 
   Tridge 
   

Northwest

052 Guide < Chippewassee 
   Park 
   Dog Park 
   Skate Park 

Northeast

055 Guide [Veer left arrow] Emerson 
Park 

^ Dahlia Hill 
   History Center 
   Northwood 
   University 

Southeast

Sign Number Sign Type Message Sign Face Direction Location Image Notes

�2
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060 Guide ^ Emerson Park 
   Dahlia Hill 
   History Center 
   Northwood 
   University 

East

062 Guide ^ Chippewa 
   Nature Center       
   Chippewassee 
   Park 
   Disc Golf 
   Dog Park 
   Skate Park 
   Whiting  
   Overlook Park

Northeast

065 Tridge Guide [Pointing West] 
Chippewassee 
Park 
1/4 mile | 5 minutes 

Dog Park 
1/4 mile | 5 minutes 

Skate Park 
1/4 mile | 5 minutes 

[Pointing Southeast] 
Chippewa 
Nature Center 
3 1/2 miles | 70 minutes 

Disc Golf 
1/4 mile | 5 minutes 

Whiting  
Overlook Park 
2 miles | 40 minutes 

[Pointing Northeast] 
Downtown 
Midland 
1/4 mile | 5 minutes 

Dow Diamond 
1/2 mile | 10 minutes 

Founders Garden 
1/2 mile | 10 minutes 
 

Various  
(See design intent 
drawings)

This sign type 
includes 3 discrete 
graphic panels 
mounted to 
separate rails.

067 Guide ^ Dow Diamond 
   Founders  
   Garden

North

Sign Number Sign Type Message Sign Face Direction Location Image Notes

�3
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070 Guide > Dow Diamond 
   Founders  
   Garden 

West

072 Guide > Founders 
   Garden 
    
^ Dow Diamond

West

073 Guide < Founders 
   Garden 

^ Downtown 
   Midland 
   Tridge 
    
  

Northeast

075 Guide ^ Downtown 
   Midland 
   Founders 
   Garden 
   Tridge 

East

080 Guide < Downtown 
   Midland 
   Founders 
   Garden 
   Tridge 

South

Sign Number Sign Type Message Sign Face Direction Location Image Notes

�4
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085 Guide < Chippewa 
   Nature Center 

> Ball Diamonds 
   Disc Golf 
   Downtown 
   Midland 
   Tridge 

East

090 Guide < Whiting  
   Overlook Park 

^ Chippewa 
   Nature Center 

North

095 Guide ^ Ball Diamonds 
   Disc Golf 
   Downtown 
   Midland 
   Tridge 

> Whiting  
   Overlook Park 

South

100 Guide > Whiting  
   Overlook Park 

West

105 Guide < Ball Diamonds 
   Chippewa 
   Nature Center 
   Disc Golf 
   Downtown 
   Midland 
   Tridge 
  

South

107 Guide < Whiting  
   Overlook Park 

North

Sign Number Sign Type Message Sign Face Direction Location Image Notes

�5
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108 Guide < Ball Diamonds 
   Chippewa 
   Nature Center 
   Disc Golf 
   Downtown 
   Midland 
   Tridge 
  

South

110 Guide ^ Ball Diamonds 
   Chippewa 
   Nature Center 
   Disc Golf 
   Downtown 
   Midland 
   Tridge 
  

South

112 Guide ^ Ball Diamonds 
   Disc Golf 
   Downtown 
   Midland 
   Tridge 
   Whiting  
   Overlook Park 

Northwest

115 Guide < Chippewa  
   Nature Center 

> Ball Diamonds 
   Disc Golf 
   Downtown 
   Midland 
   Tridge 
   Whiting  
   Overlook Park 

Southeast 
(Sign face parrallel to 
trail)

120 Kiosk TBD TBD

125 Kiosk TBD TBD

Sign Number Sign Type Message Sign Face Direction Location Image Notes

�6

Page 33



Wayfinding Signage 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BY COUNCILMAN 
 
WHEREAS, the Midland Area Community Foundation has allocated funds to be granted to the 
City of Midland to cover the costs of fabrication and installation of non-motorized wayfinding 
signage along area non-motorized pathways; and 
 
WHEREAS, sealed proposals were advertised and received in accord with Article II of Chapter 
2 of the Midland Code of Ordinances for such signage, Bid No. 3830; and 
 
WHEREAS, the low sealed bid proposal submitted by Pro Image Design, Traverse City, MI has 
been reviewed and determined to comply with City specifications; now therefore 
 
RESOLVED, that the low sealed bid proposal meeting City specifications submitted by Pro 
Image Design, Traverse City, MI for pedestrian wayfinding signage for Bid No. 3830 is hereby 
accepted; and  
 
RESOLVED FURTHER, that a purchase order in the amount of $30,226.25 to Pro Image 
Design is hereby authorized in accord with this resolution and City Specifications; and  
 
RESOLVED FURTHER, that the City Manager is authorized to approve changes to the 
purchase order in an aggregate amount not to exceed $3,000.00. 

 

YEAS:      
NAYS:      
ABSENT:  
 
I, Selina Tisdale, City Clerk, City of Midland, Counties of Bay and Midland, State of Michigan, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by a      yea 
vote of all the Councilmen present at a regular meeting of the City Council held Monday, 
December 12, 2016.   
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
       Selina Tisdale, City Clerk 
 
 
 
Bid No. 3830 

City Hall  333 West Ellsworth Street  Midland, Michigan 48640-5132  989.837.3300  989.835.2717 Fax  www.cityofmidlandmi.gov 
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Backup material for agenda item: 

 

4. Aluminum for Trickling Filter Arms - Wastewater.  SOVA 

  

Page 35



 

 

SUMMARY REPORT TO MANAGER 

For City Council Meeting of December 12, 2016 

 

 

 

SUBJECT: WASTEWATER – ALUMINUM FOR TRICKLING FILTER ARMS, BID NO. 

3832 

 

 

INITIATED BY: Joe Sova, Utilities Director 

 

 

RESOLUTION SUMMARY:  This resolution accepts the lone bid submitted by Tru Steel 

Metals of Bedford, Ohio, and authorizes a purchase order in the amount of $38,964.45 for the 

purchase of various aluminum pieces and fabrication of associated parts used for the operation of 

the “Trickling Filter” at the Wastewater Treatment Plant, in accord with Sec. 2-18 of the Code of 

Ordinances for the City of Midland. 

 

 

ITEMS ATTACHED: 
 

1. Letter of transmittal  

 

2. Resolution 

 

 

COUNCIL ACTION:   
 

1. 3/5 vote required to approve resolution. 
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File: ITEM-Attachment-001-393df0596b2e419abbe972e40eebfc4b 

Utilities Department • 333 West Ellsworth Street • Midland, Michigan 48640-5132 • (989) 837-3341 • CitizenCommentsWater@midland-mi.org 

 

December 7, 2016 

 

 

Jon Lynch, City Manager 

City of Midland 

 

RE: WASTEWATER – ALUMINUM FOR TRICKLING FILTER ARMS, BID NO. 3832 

Dear Mr. Lynch: 

The City of Midland Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) has two different secondary 

biological processes associated with the treatment of sewage as it flows through the WWTP.  

One half of the WWTP utilizes an oxidation ditch process, while the other half utilizes trickling 

filters.  

The trickling filter side of the WWTP was constructed in 1962, and is comprised of two parallel 

trains (an east and a west), each utilizing a primary tank, a primary trickling filter, an 

intermediate clarifier, a secondary trickling filter, and a final clarifier.  That order of flow 

progressively settles out solids and 

breaks down the biological content 

of the sewage.  

The schematic to the right is of a 

typical secondary trickling filter.  

Each of the City’s secondary 

trickling filters are 80 foot diameter 

tanks with 7 feet deep filter media 

(media) that fills the tank.  The 

filter has a center column and two 

35 foot long distribution arms 

connected to the center column.  

The sewage flows up through the 

center column passing equally 

through the two arms, as the arms 

are hydraulically rotating over the media in a clockwise motion.  The arms contain orifices in the 

top that the sewage will flow out of and distribute over the media evenly.  The bacteria lives on 

the media and will break down the organics as the wastewater passes down through the media 

and finally out to the next phase of treatment.  
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File: ITEM-Attachment-001-393df0596b2e419abbe972e40eebfc4b 

The center column and distribution arms are made of aluminum and were replaced in 1990 as 

part of the plant upgrade.  The aluminum is breaking down, with pitting and welds starting to fail 

due to the corrosive nature of the wastewater.  The cost to purchase pre-built arms and center 

column for both secondary trickling filters from a manufacturer is approximately $180,000.00.   

Wastewater staff researched the idea of purchasing the necessary aluminum pieces, with some 

shaping provided by the manufacturer, and the remaining fabrication, assembling, and welding 

of the center columns and arms are to be done in-house by WWTP mechanics.  

On November 22, 2016, a lone bid was received for Bid No. 3832, Aluminum for Trickling 

Filter, in accord with section 2-18 of the Midland Code of Ordinances.  Tru Steel Metals LLC, 

Bedford Heights, Ohio submitted the lone bid in the amount of $38,964.45, and will supply 

aluminum pieces, with some rolling, bending, and fabrication of the center columns and arms, 

and deliver to the WWTP.   

Wastewater staff will then weld all the pieces necessary to rebuild the whole system in-house at a 

considerable savings of approximately $120,000.00, as follows: 

If Purchased and installed $180,000.00  

Purchase of Parts    -38,964.45  

Internal Labor and Supplies    -20,000.00  

Total Savings $121,035.55  

Funding has been budgeted for the purpose of replacing both secondary trickling filters in the 

2016/17 Wastewater Enterprise Fund Account 590.9010.97.002 - Capital Outlay Construction.  

Staff therefore requests that a purchase order in the amount of $38,964.45 be made to Tru Steel 

Metals for the supply and delivery of aluminum pieces to be used in the assembly of two 

secondary trickling filters at the WWTP.  The attached resolution requires a 3/5 vote to approve. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_________________________            ____________________________________ 

Joseph Sova, Utilities Director            Tiffany Jurgess, Sr. Procurement Accountant  
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File: ITEM-Attachment-001-393df0596b2e419abbe972e40eebfc4b 

Utilities Department • 333 West Ellsworth Street • Midland, Michigan 48640-5132 • (989) 837-3341 • CitizenCommentsWater@midland-mi.org 

BY COUNCILMAN 

WHEREAS, the City of Midland Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) has two different 

secondary biological processes associated with the treatment of sewage as it flows through the 

WWTP, with one half of the WWTP utilizing an oxidation ditch process, while the other half 

utilizes trickling filters; and 

WHEREAS, the trickling filter side of the WWTP was constructed in 1962, and is comprised of 

two parallel trains (an east and a west), each utilizing a primary tank, a primary trickling filter, an 

intermediate clarifier, a secondary trickling filter, and a final clarifier, to progressively settle out 

solids and break down the biological content of the sewage; and 

WHEREAS, the center column and distribution arm components of the secondary trickling 

filters are made of aluminum and were last replaced in 1990 as part of the plant upgrade; and 

WHEREAS, the aluminum is breaking down, with pitting and welds starting to fail due to the 

corrosive nature of the wastewater; and 

WHEREAS, staff researched the idea of purchasing the necessary aluminum pieces, with some 

shaping provided by the manufacturer, and the remaining fabrication, assembling, and welding 

of the center columns and arms are to be done in-house by WWTP mechanics; and 

WHEREAS, on November 22, 2016, a lone bid was received for Bid No. 3832, Aluminum for 

Trickling Filter, in accord with section 2-18 of the Midland Code of Ordinances, from Tru Steel 

Metals LLC, Bedford Heights, Ohio in the amount of $38,964.45, and will supply aluminum 

pieces, with some rolling, bending, and fabrication of the center columns and arms, and deliver 

to the WWTP at a substantial cost savings to the City; and 

WHEREAS, funding has been budgeted for the purpose of replacing both secondary trickling 

filters in the 2016/17 Wastewater Enterprise Fund Account 590.9010.97.002 - Capital Outlay 

Construction; now therefore 

RESOLVED, that the lone bid in the amount of $38,964.45 is hereby accepted and a purchase 

order in that amount is authorized to Tru Steel Metals for the supply and delivery of aluminum 

pieces to be used in the assembly of two secondary trickling filters at the WWTP, in the best 

interest of the City. 
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File: ITEM-Attachment-001-393df0596b2e419abbe972e40eebfc4b 

YEAS: 

 

NAYS: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

I, Selina Tisdale, City Clerk, City of Midland, Counties of Bay and Midland, State of Michigan, 

do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by a          

yea vote of all the Councilmen present at a regular meeting of the City Council held Monday, 

December 12, 2016. 

 

 

       _______________________________ 

       Selina Tisdale, City Clerk 
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